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My Housing story by Paul Burroughs – January 2021 

 

Paul Burroughs 
Unit 4 
71 Storey Avenue 
Forest Lake 
Hamilton 3200 
New Zealand 
 
Phone: (07) 8492065 
Mobile: 021 26 88793 
Email: tawhiti1950@gmail.com  

 

About Me: 

I am a 70-year-old survivor of two strokes one major hemorrhagic stroke in 1993 caused by 

undiagnosed high blood pressure and another stroke caused by a blood clot in 2000 due to lack of 

medical management by my GP leaving me with left side hemiplegia and balance issues.  

In 1993 I was living in a 1950’s wooden three-bedroom villa on a 1100 square metre section at 71 

Storey Avenue in Forest Lake, it was a villa with steps up to the front door and the back door, and 

not disability friendly at all. 

Until 2017 I lived in that property struggling with the 1950’s design limitations and large section and 

lack of disability friendly design. In late 2017 I was approached by a developer interested in buying 

the house and section with a view to removing the villa and putting a two duplex single story housing 

complex of four dwellings on the land.  

As I wanted to stay in the area, I agreed to sell the house and land to the developer on the 

understanding that I could purchase one of the dwellings and that it would be designed to be fully 

wheelchair accessible and have a wet area bathroom. The developer agreed to this and the wooden 

villa was removed from the land and the two duplex development was started in mid-1917 the 

complex was finished in early 2018 and in moved into Unit 4, 71 Storey Avenue Forest Lake, 

Hamilton in early 2018. 

To ensure that the Unit 4, I agreed to purchase was wheelchair accessible and had a correctly 

designed wet area bathroom I put the developer’s builder in contact with the Life Mark organisation 

who vetted the design and gave the builder feedback on the changes required to give the design a 

level four Life Mark rating. 

During this process I talked to the developer about the possibility of making the other three units 

wheelchair accessible as I was aware there was a need for wheelchair accessible housing in the 

stroke and wider disability community. However, the developer although being the rental manager 

of one of Hamilton’s largest rental companies was not at all interested in making the other units in 

the development accessible even thought to do this at the design stage would involve minimal extra 

cost. 

The builder worked with Life Mark to ensure my Unit was wheelchair accessible had other features 

making it accessible like a wet area bathroom sliding internal doors between the internal garage and 

the rest of the living spaces and wider doorways and corridors and lower light switches. 
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I realize I are very fortunate to be able to have a disability friendly home but I am seriously concerned 

about the rest of the disability community in Hamilton who are not in this position and I am very 

concerned at the number of dwellings in the exceedingly small area surrounding my property that 

have been developed and built in the last few years (see list below) an overwhelming majority of 

which are not accessible to people with disabilities, and because this new housing stock will be 

around for the next 40 to 50 years or more is effectively locking people with disabilities out of this 

housing stock for all these years. When universal design could have made a lot of this housing stock 

available to the Hamilton disabled community and everyone else. 

I feel that having incentives such as remissions or rebates for developers who agree to include 

universal design principles into their housing projects would be a way to increase the percentage of 

disability friendly housing stock into the Hamilton community at minimum cost to the developers.  

This could be achieved by giving development levy discounts in exchange for including universal 

design principles e.g. Life Mark Design Principles into new housing developments. 

Shortly prior to my property being developed and following it the following land has been developed 

with housing unsuitable for people with disabilities currently over 54 housing units within ten minutes’ 

walk of my home and more to be completed in 2021. 

1. 2016 - 60 Storey Avenue, four two story three-bedroom town houses built 

2. 2017 - 71 Storey Avenue, four single story units built (one accessible) 

3. 2018 - 56 Storey Avenue, four two story three-bedroom town houses built 

4. 2018 - 28 Garnett Avenue, four two story three-bedroom town houses built  

5. 2019 – 81 Storey Avenue, three single story two-unit duplex’s (six units) 

6. 2020 - 38 Hinton Avenue, Forest Lake, single story two-unit duplex  

7. 2020 - 14 Mitchem Avenue, Forest Lake, single two-unit duplex 

8. 2020 - 14 Steel Road, Forest Lake, two single story duplexes (four units). 

9. 2020 - 16 Steel Road, Forest Lake, two single story duplexes (four units). 

10. 2021 - 28 Dalglish Avenue, Forest Lake, two-unit duplexes (four units) currently under 

development 

11. 2021 - 26 Garnett Avenue, Forest Lake, currently under development with room for eight plus 

two story units (2137 sqm section) 

12. 2021 – 150 Te Rapa Road, Beerscourt currently under development 12 two story units to be 

built all already sold. 

13. 2021 – 1368 Victoria Street, Beerscourt, just completed four two story units 


